Kashubian language

General information

The Kashubians are one of the most vibrant ethnic groups in Poland today. They actively maintain
their traditions among themselves. They even have their own anthem and emblem of arms.
Moreover, Kashubian is the only language in Poland that is officially considered a regional
language. The Kashubians live on the Baltic, near Gdansk. The territorial boundaries are: in the
east by the Vistula River, and in the west by the mouth of the Piasnica River, in the south by the
Brda River, and in the north by the Chetm and the Baltic Sea. When it comes to the number of
Kashubians that live in Poland, the data differ; according to various sources, they number
between 5,000 and 800,000. The capital of the Kashubians is Gdarnsk and their emblem of arms
is the image of a vulture on a golden background. Kashubian Unity Day is celebrated on March
19.

Kashubian language has long been a controversial language. For many years, it could not have
been decided whether it was a dialect of Polish or a separate language. Nowadays, Kashubian
was recognized as an independent language. Moreover, it was given the status of Poland's only
regional language. Currently, it is used mainly for daily communication and is taught in schools
as an additional language (around 6,000 students study it). Since 2005, it has been possible to
take a graduation exam in Kashubian language.

Kashubian language belongs to the Slavic language group. It belongs to the Lechitic group and
has long been developed under the influence of Pomeranian dialects. Nowadays, there are many
dictionaries of Kashubian language, literature, TV and radio broadcasts. In addition, there are
many dialects of the Kashubian language: their number reaches 76 dialects.

Kashubian alphabet

Aa Aa Aid Bb Cc DA Ee E ¢

a a a bé cé dé e é
[a] Bl [aE] o] [ts] [d] el [e/ij/i]
E & Ff Gg Hh Ii Ti Kk L1
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Pp Rr Ss Tt Uu Ua Ww Yy
pé ér és té u ¥] we igrek
(] [r] [s] [1] [u] [wu] [v] [#]
7z 7z
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(=] (3]

Consonant combinations

Chch CzCz Dzdz Dzdz Rzrz Sz sz
[x] [tf] [dz] [d3] (=] 1]



Videos about Kashubian language

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZltgQTweMDO

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= cZFqoX05LI&feature=emb imp woyt

Sample text in Kashubian

Wszétczi 1édze rodzg sa wolny é réwny w swoji czéstnoce é swojich prawach. Majg oni dostdne
rozém & sémienié & n6légo jima postapowac wobec drédzich w déchu bracénoté.

Translation:

All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason
and conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood.

Regions of Kashubian language usage

Percentage of people
by municipality who
speak Kashubian at
home (2002):

1-5%

0,02-1%

Based on
Sowrry Urzad Stabystycary
Wirdo Narosowego Spv. Pows2echnego Ludnosa « Mieszkan
2000



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZltqQTweMD0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_cZFqoX05LI&feature=emb_imp_woyt

Photos of the regions

AIBEZ KASZ-’EI P@LS

Kashubian writing in a restaurant on the bay in Puck, Kashubia
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