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This webpage describes the work of students participating in the course A Multilingual Map of
Europe: Identity & Diversity conducted on the EPICUR European University by prof. Magdalena
Wrembel (Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznan, Poland) and dr. Steven Randall (University of

Freiburg, Germany).



The course explores ‘amap’ of multilingual Europe, focusingoninits linguisticdiversity and
multilingual identity. As present-day Europe becomes increasingly multilingual, with more and more
people using languages different from their native one(s) in different contexts and for different
purposes, be iteducation, work ortravel and leisure activities, itisimportantto gainan in-depth
understanding of this process from historical, linguisticand cognitive perspectives.

The course isdividedinto three interactive units:

e Multilingualism and Diversity. In this unit, students will learn more about varying types of
multilingualism, factors in multilingual development, and theoretical models of multiple
language learning. Language distributions across Europe and beyond will be explored, as well
as theintricacies of local varieties, dialects, sociolects, and technolects. Particular attention
will be paidtovarieties of English, English as a linguafranca, and, finally, minority languages
in Europe (e.g., Welsh and Irish).

e  Multilingualism and Identity. In this unit, students will use knowledge obtained thus far to
think about the role of language inidentity formation and the presentation of self. We will
explore topics ranging from multilinguallanguage policy to supposed advantages and
disadvantages of multilingualism to how language impacts emotion.

e  Multilingualism and Place. Inthisfinal unit, students will consider language in context using
European cities as case studies. Multilingualism has long been a hallmark of cities; however,
it has become even more so given worldwide migration patterns. These places can be
characterized as “superdiverse” —a sociological termindicating a population of above -
average social, cultural, and economicvariety. We will explore multilingualism as both an
endemicurban feature and as a research methodology.



